Rushmoor Cycle Forum

Local Council Candidate Survey for Elections May 2014
This survey is being sent to all local political parties taking part in the local council elections in May 2014. 

Please ask your Rushmoor Borough Council candidates to answer the questions below with reference to the ward they hope to represent.

The survey and candidates' answers will be published on the Rushmoor Cycle Forum website: http://rushmoorcycleforum.btck.co.uk/
The Farnborough Town Access Plan 2011 (FTAP) and Aldershot Town Access Plan 2012 (ATAP) identify many issues and proposes improvements across Rushmoor relating to cycling. The Rushmoor Cycle Forum has chosen one of the issues for each ward which we feel would be of particular benefit to the local community. We have also drawn from the earlier Rushmoor Cycle Routes Review 2010 (RCRR).

Although this type of work is generally planned at the county level, support of a local councillor can make a great difference and result in real improvements for local people.

Farnborough

Cherrywood Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the Cherrywood ward, would you support the suggested pedestrian and cycle friendly improvement described below?
Cycle crossing improvements at Bradford's Roundabout: FTAP references CW12 and CW2
Bradford's roundabout presents problems for cyclists both on road and the adjacent Shared Use Paths both travelling north towards Frimley (FTAP reference CW12) and access to the Blackwater Retail Park (reference CW2).

Crossing Hawley Lane at Bradford's roundabout is difficult and the direct link for cyclists and pedestrians into the Blackwater Retail Park has been blocked for sometime now.

The Rushmooor Cycle Routes Review proposed a Toucan crossing to help pedestrians and cyclists in Hawley Lane and a more direct link into Blackwater Retail Park needs to be created to avoid conflicts between cyclists and vehicles at the main entrance.

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

Cove and Southwood Ward

If you were elected to be a Councillor for the Cove and Southwood ward, would you support the suggested pedestrian and cycle friendly improvement described below?  
Pedestrian and Cycle Crossing Improvement at Ively Roundabout: FTAP Reference CW48
The Pedestrian and cycle crossings at the Ively Roundabout have been identified in the FTAP as being high risk and difficult to use.

This is the roundabout at the entrance to Farnborough Airport and is the junction where Elles Road and Ively Road meet.  (It has a life size model of an aircraft in the middle.)

The pedestrian and cycle crossing on the east side of the roundabout (crossing Elles road) is the most difficult to use.  It is only a few meters from the roundabout.  Vehicles leaving the roundabout heading towards Farnborough are not always able to stop within in the distance they can see to be clear and seem to commit to the turn before they can see the crossing is clear.  Even when vehicles are travelling at a safe speed, the sheer volume of traffic at busy times makes the crossing difficult to use.

Some form of traffic calming measure is needed to make the crossing easier and safer to use.  A Toucan crossing may be the answer.

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

Empress Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the Empress ward, would you support the suggested pedestrian and cycle friendly improvement described below?
Cycling improvements at Ham and Blackbird: FTAP references CW4 and RT3
The Ham and Blackbird gyratory still provides challenges to cyclists and pedestrians despite the recent changes to widen the pavement and improve the signalled crossing in Union Street.

The FTAP recommends improving cycle links (reference CW4) and removal of the gyratory loop (FTAP reference RT3) would enable a fresh look at making this junction safer for all users. In the short term adding the missing cycle symbols to the bus lane signs would help cyclists travelling towards the north including the 6th Form College (cycling is allowed in the TROs (reference TROBUS below).

The proposed redevelopment of the Ham and Blackbird provides an opportunity for rethinking this junction possibly by replacing the gyratory with an alternative.

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

Fernhill Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the Fernhill ward, would you support the suggested pedestrian and cycle friendly improvement described below?
Cycling improvements in Sandy Lane/Chapel Lane: FTAP references CW31 and CW34
Sandy Lane and Chapel Lane form a communications spine for Fernhill Ward with few other options for movement within different areas of the ward. It provides access to Pinewood Infant, Guillemont Junior and Fernhill Secondary schools as well as to local shops in Fernhill Road.

The junction of these two roads with Fernhill road is intimidating to cyclists.

FTAP reference CW31 and CW34 recommends improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities along this corridor and the Rushmoor Cycle Routes Review reference A27b proposes changing the Fernhill Road junction with Sandy Lane and the roundabout at Chapel Lane to traffic light control with Advance Stop Lines for cyclists.

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

Knellwood Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the Knellwood ward, would you support the suggested pedestrian and cycle friendly improvement described below?
Rethink infrastructure at the Boundary Road and Reading Road roundabouts to allow for safe, direct routes for cyclists: FTAP references C24 and C29
The FTAP identified that “the current arrangements in Alexandra Road for pedestrians and cyclists are creating user conflict,” and proposed to review pedestrian and cycle facilities in Alexandra Road (Reference CW39).  In addition, the RCRR raised the poor safety record for cyclists along Alexandra Road and identified several issues concerning Alexandra Road, all of which were considered of primary importance.  The two shown below are in Knellwood Ward. 

C24. Roundabout at Boundary Road/Alexandra Road, the SUP through FCOT gives direct access onto Boundary Road/Alexandra Road Roundabout. There is record of 3 PIA at this site between 2005 and 2012.

29. The 5 arm roundabout at Reading Road/Alexandra Road. There is a poor safety record here for cyclists (4 PIA between 2005 and 2012). One improvement that would reduce the risk of crossing the roundabout would be single lane entry at each arm of the roundabout. 

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

St John's Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the St John's ward, would you support the suggested pedestrian and cycle friendly improvement described below?
Reduce the speed limit at the junction of St John’s Road and Minley Road and help facilitate a safe, direct route for cyclists 
The RCRR identified several issues concerning cycling within St John’s Ward, most of which were considered of primary importance.  This review study has contributed to forming the FTAP which notes “area wide”, “disconnected cycle routes and some instances of sub-standard or missing provision” in St John’s Ward.  The FTAP suggests “longer-term strategic routing improvements identified in the Rushmoor Cycle Routes Review.”

The Minley Road is one of the routes mentioned in the review and the FTAP with several identified issues for cyclists that include: the speed of traffic; frequent accesses to residential properties and the relatively narrow width of the carriageway. 

Considering these issues, the review proposes to reduce traffic speed using traffic calming measures in the vicinity of St John’s Road junction.  The justification being that there is “no space for cycle facility on or off carriageway” and that a reduction in speed will be for, “road safety reasons particularly for a cycle route on St John’s Rd”. 
 Improvements for cyclists along Minley Road would give huge benefits to children wanting to cycle to school. The Minley Road is a route that accesses several local schools and Cove Secondary School is on St John’s Road.  Children cycling from areas on the other side of Fleet Road such as Southwood would benefit from a continuous route along St John’s Road with a safe direct crossing point over Minley Road.

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

St Mark's Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the St Mark's ward, would you support the suggested pedestrian and cycle friendly improvement described below?
Rethink infrastructure at the Reading Road and St Alban's roundabouts to allow for safe, direct routes for cyclists: FTAP references C29 and C31a
The FTAP identified that “the current arrangements in Alexandra Road for pedestrians and cyclists are creating user conflict,” and proposed to review pedestrian and cycle facilities in Alexandra Road (Reference CW39).   In addition, the RCRR (which guided the FTAP) raised the poor safety record for cyclists along Alexandra Road and identified several issues.  All of which were considered of primary importance, the two issues shown below are in St Mark’s Ward. 

C29. The 5 arm roundabout at Reading Road/Alexandra Road. There is a poor safety record here for cyclists (4 PIA between 2005 and 2012). One improvement that would reduce the risk of crossing the roundabout would be single lane entry at each arm of the roundabout. 

C31a. St Alban’s roundabout, identified as intimidating to cyclists and with a poor road safety record both at the roundabout and cycle crossing point (4 PIA between 2005 and 2012). 

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

West Heath Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the West Heath ward, would you support the suggested pedestrian and cycle friendly improvement described below?
Provide a safe route for cyclists at Prospect Road bridge: FTAP reference CW18
The bridge under the railway at Prospect Road causes particular issues for cyclists. The road can feel threatening to cyclists but the footway is narrow and there are many complaints from pedestrians about cyclists on the footway. This is part of reference CW18 of the FTAP.

The RCRR reference A40 suggests using Advanced Stop Lines and a separate cycle signal phase for cyclists. This improve the safety for cyclists and would also benefit pedestrians by reducing the number of cyclists using the footway.

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

Aldershot

Aldershot Park Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the Aldershot Park ward, would you support the suggested cycle friendly improvements described below?  
Improvement for Cyclists on Ash Road in Aldershot: ATAP reference 4.5.5
One issue highlighted in the Aldershot Town Access Plan is the need for a usable cycle route in the east of Aldershot - "a network of cycle routes to enable better access to the town centre for cyclists, particularly from the southern and eastern areas of Aldershot" (ATAP 4.5.5).  The key road serving the east of Aldershot, including Aldershot Park is Ash Road.

A short section of dual carriageway by the Vauxhall main dealer offers cyclists a challenge when moving from the narrow cycle lane on the left to the right hand lane to head for the town centre.

Moving right across two lanes of traffic and negotiating space with other road users is difficult and not particularly safe.

Something needs to be done to enable people of all levels of cycling ability to be able to easily and safely ride into Aldershot on Ash Road.

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

Manor Park Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the Manor Park ward, would you support the suggested cycle friendly improvements described below?
Improvements for Cyclists on the High Street in Aldershot: ATAP reference 4.5.5
One issue highlighted in the Town Access Plan is the need for a usable cycle route in the east of Aldershot - "a network of cycle routes to enable better access to the town centre for cyclists, particularly from the southern and eastern areas of Aldershot" (ATAP 4.5.5).

The key road running east in Manor Park is the High Street.  It has the potential to be an ideal road for cycling.  A comparatively straight and continuous road (which reduces the need for difficult right turns), it connects residential, retail and business areas of Aldershot and Ash.

Although it has a 30mph speed limit, at busy times the traffic often queues and at other times existing features such as parked cars, traffic lights, pedestrian crossings and a roundabout slow the traffic.

A small number of extra traffic calming measures or other cycle friendly changes would make it easier for people of all levels of cycling experience to cycle and would not unduly slow motor vehicles.

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

North Town Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the North Town ward, would you support the suggested cycle friendly improvements described below?
Improvements for Cyclists on the North Lane in Aldershot: ATAP Reference CY4
North Lane runs through the centre of North Town Ward and forms a communication spine for North Town Ward and beyond. With respect to cycling through and within North Town, most journeys would involve using and/or crossing North Lane. There is also the Blackwater Valley Route but this is predominantly a leisure route and is not lit, neither is it surfaced for all types of bicycle. Also,  this route does take the user to utility destinations. The RCRR, identified several issues that cyclists faced when using North Lane as a route.  These include: numerous pinch points; numerous mini roundabouts and a high volume of HGV traffic.

It would be of benefit to the North Town and the whole Rushmoor community for improvements to be made to North Lane that would offer a cycle friendly and direct route to cyclists.  For example: advanced stop lines for cyclists in both directions at the signal controlled railway bridge would be of benefit to cyclists travelling in both directions;  A 20 mph speed limit along the length of North Lane would also address some of the issues of pinch points and mini-roundabouts and the hazard they present to cyclists.  

a) Would you support measure to reduce the speed limit along North Lane?

b) Would you support the placing of advanced stop lines for cyclists at the railway bridge?

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

Rowhill Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the Rowhill ward, would you support the suggested cycle friendly improvements described below?
Improvements for Cyclists on the Grosvenor Road/Church Lane roundabout in Aldershot: ATAP Reference CY4
The “4 arm mini –roundabout and 3 arm priority junction 30m north on Grosvenor Road  is intimidating for cyclists to use” (RCRR). They are also a hazard that needs addressing to encourage cycling both in your ward and beyond.  To continue a journey beyond Rowhill Ward, cyclists have to face barriers to cycling such as the one identified above. 

TAP identifies seven routes for cyclists, referenced CY4,” Develop a Network of Cycle Routes.”  Two of the 7 routes go through Rowhill Ward.  Cycle Route 4: Birchett Road and Municipal Gardens and Cycle Route 7: Cargate Avenue. Both these routes are very short and need to “continue beyond the town centre area of the ATAP proposal. It is very likely that a continued journey will involve crossing this roundabout and junction.  

Examples of improvements to these junctions that would be of benefit to cyclists are: 

· a larger, slightly raised island within the roundabout, this would slow traffic speed;

· a single lane into the roundabout travelling North from Eggars Hill.

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward?

Wellington Ward

1. If you were elected to be a Councillor for the Wellington ward, would you support the suggested cycle friendly improvements described below?
Cycling improvements at the NAAFI roundabout: ATAP Reference CY4
Cycle Route 3 has been identified as an important route by the ATAP because it will provide a connection from the AUE to the station and will also be a route used by children travelling to The Connaught School from the AUE.  This cycle route is one of 7 identified routes (ATAP reference CY4 “Develop a Network of Cycle Routes”).  Two of the identified routes run through your Ward: Cycle Route 1, Wellington Avenue East-West Route and Cycle Route 3, Rail Station – Gun Hill – AUE 

The NAAFI Roundabout has 5 arms and “is intimidating for cyclists, potentially a road safety issue.” (RCRR). This roundabout is the most obvious hazard to cyclists along the proposed route 3.  The review also states that the ‘AUE proposal’ is to convert the roundabout to traffic signals.  This improvement would provide a “safer crossing of A323 for cyclists and pedestrians”, and “reduced severance effect of A323.”  This would reap a huge benefit to the Aldershot public and would provide the necessary encouragement to cycle from the AUE to the railway station for example.  

2. Do you have any additional comments concerning cycling in your ward? 

About the Rushmoor Cycle Forum

The Rushmoor Cycle Forum is a varied cross-section of Rushmoor residents/employees linked by a desire to facilitate the use of bikes for recreation and as a means of transport.

They meet regularly with officers from Rushmoor Borough Council and Hampshire County Council to discuss issues concerning cyclists and pedestrians in the area.

We believe that:

1. The UK’s elected representatives – both national and local – have the principal role to play in creating the right conditions to enable all those who wish to cycle to do so safely and enjoyably.

2. Provision for cycling should be universal, providing a safe, convenient and enjoyable transport choice for people of all ages and abilities, for all their everyday journeys.

3. Unlocking cycling’s potential to be the primary local transport choice will bring great improvements to everyone’s quality of life – not just that of cyclists - and help address many of the serious environmental, public health and local economic development challenges that the UK faces.”

To realise these beliefs in Rushmoor we are campaigning for:

1. A connected cycle network with direct, continuous and safe routes to: schools; the workplace; shopping areas and railway stations.

2. 20 mph speed limits in residential areas.

3. Improved junction design for cyclists  (including roundabouts)

4. Protected space on main roads. 

5. Liveable town centres. 

References

Rushmoor Plan Core Strategy, October 2011
http://www.rushmoor.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=5447&p=0
ATAP - Aldershot Town Access Plan, 2012
http://documents.hants.gov.uk/town-access-plans/AldershotTownAccessPlan.pdf
FTAP - Farnborough Town Access Plan, 2011
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/2011-farnborough-tap-document.pdf
RCRR - Rushmoor Cycle Routes Review, Mott Gifford and Hampshire County Council, 2010

Available from RBC Traffic Management or HCC Highways Department

TROBUS - Traffic Regulatory Orders for Bus Lanes in Farnborough

Both relevant TROs allow cycling in the with-flow bus lanes

1. The Borough of Rushmoor (A325 Farnborough Road and Adjoining Roads, Farnborough)(With-flow Bus Lane, Restriction of Waiting and Revocation) Order 2002

2. The Borough of Rushmoor (A325 Farnborough Road and Kingsmead, Farnborough) (With-flow Bus Lane) ( No. 2) Order 2005

English Road Safety Comparisons, Department for Transport

Personal Injury Accident (PIA) numbers are taken from this DfT web site which has data from 2005 to the latest reported year (currently 2012)
http://road-collisions.dft.gov.uk/
TRL (Transport Research Laboratory) Report PPR 580
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3731/infrastructure-and-cyclist-safety.pdf
CllrSurvey-2014-7.doc
9

